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What Happens 
Confessed to Jesus Christ 


By ROBERT J. 
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|, EVEN I, AM HE THAT BLOTTETH OUT THY TRANSGRESSIONS 
FOR MINE OWN SAKE, AND WILL NOT REMEMBER THY SINS 


— Isaiah 43:25 — > 


(Preached Monday, September 8, 
1941,.over the Noon-Day Hour Ra- 
dio Station WMBI. Stenographi- 
cally reported.) 


I want to address myself this af- 
ternoon to sinners. Unsaved sinners 
and saved sinners. No doubt there 
will be some who will say, “There 
is no such thing as a saved sinner,” 
meaning of course, a saved person 
who sins. I should like to disagree 
with you and point you to I John 
1:8, 10: : ) 

“If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.” 

“If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us.” 

Not only it is true that “all hawe 
sinned and come short of the glo- 
ry of God” (Rom. 3:23), but it is 
also true that all do sin, even those 
who have been “washed in the 
Blood of the Lamb.” This can easi-. 
ly be proven. 

We know that we are sinners 
ourselves. We know that we have 
sinned. We know that we have 
sinned grievously and have trans- 
gressed the laws of God, You know 
that all have sinned because you 
have never met anyone who is not 
a sinner. I have met a lot of peo- 
ple, and I thank God for the priv- 
ilege of having many friends, and 
having had the opportunity of 
meeting many people over various 
sections of this country, but I have 
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never, never, never met a person 
who wasn’t a sinner. I have met all 
kinds of people, young and old, and 
middle-aged, I have met educated 
and uneducated, rich and poor, 
black and yellow, red and white— 
all kinds of people, but I haven’t 
met a person yet who wasn’t a 
sinner. I have two little precious 


(Continued on page two) 


TAKE YOUR CHOICE! 


_ Either one of these cloth bound 
books by Evangelist John R. Rice 
given absolutely free with one 
year’s subscription to The Sword of 
the Lord! | 

Why not send at least two sub- 
scriptions, and get one copy of each 
book? — | : 

If you already have a copy, get 
a copy for your pastor, or other 
Christian workers. 


Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and 
Women Preachers - 


This is the newest book by Ed- 


itor John R. Rice, has 91 pages, is 
cloth bound, has six chapters, three 
full page pictures. 

The chapters are: 

I. A Controversy and How to 
Settle It. | 

II. Christians to Submit to Au- 
thority of Divinely Appointed Lead- 
ers in Church, Home, State. 

Ill. Wives to Submit Themselves 
to, Be Subject to, Obedient to Their 
Husbands. 3 

IV. Women Preachers Forbidden 

(Continued on page three) 


Baptist Official 
Commends New 


Book by Editor 


Says, ‘'l do not recall that | ever 
read a discussion of the true bibli- 
cal relation of husband and wife 
that is as clear, as comprehensive, 
and as convincing as your discus- 
sion in this book." "I wish that 
thousands who so seriously need 
the message of your book, both 
men and women, and even many 
preachers, might secure it and, de- 
voutly before God, go into your 
discussion and see whether or not 
what you have written is true. Rare- 
ly have | read a book that is so. 
completely surrendered to the 
plain ‘thus saith the Lord’ as this 
strong interpretation of what God 
has said." 


Dr. Charles T. Alexander, of the 
department of inter-racial coopera- 
tion of the Baptist General Con- 
vention of Texas, bought the edi- 
tor’s new book, Bobbed Hair, Bossy 
Wives, and Women Preachers, and 
then writes a most kindly com- 
mendation of the book as follows: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


“T have read your book, Bobbed 
Hair, Bossy Wives, and Women 
Preachers’ with no ordinary inter- 
est and appreciation. While the top- 
ic, or title, of the book may jolt 
some folks, yet, if they will go into 
it for a thorough study of the sub- 
jects you discuss, they will form a 
different opinion about it before 
they get through. I am not criti- 
ciz:ng the title, for it hits exacily 
the vital points at issue today. The 
trend of the ‘New Woman’ today 
is one of the most serious down- 
grade nioovements in our American 
life. That is true, not only as a 
matter affecting the cause of 
church life, but the cause of citi- 
zenship at large in our American 
civilization. 

“It is fundamentally true that a 


‘| masculinized womanhood carries 


with it the concomitant fact of a 
feminized manhood. When the nat- 
ural counterbalance of sex relation 
between husband and wife in the 
home, as God ordained in the be- 
ginning, is disturbed and destroyed, 
then we may expect abnormal con- 
ditions in family government, and 
childhood itself will be made to 
suffer. When manhood loses its 
proper, and long established rev- 
erence for true womanhood, the en- 
tire social structure of our race and 
nation must suffer. The more of the 
masculine the woman assumes, the 
less will she command the highest 
respect of right thinking men. A 
wise man recently remarked that 
‘what a pity it is that when a wom- 
an makes a man of herself she can- 
not also. make a gentleman.’ But 
she never does, 

“T do not recall that I ever read 
a discussion of the true biblical re- 
lation of husband and wife that is 
as clear, as comprehensive, and as 
convincing as your discussion in 
this book. I can recall many homes 
in which that relation has been 
sustained; and in every one, I recall 
that the finest Christian testimony 
goes out, and the finest obedience 
and loyalty of growing boys and 
girls in the home was a fact of 
greatest delight. When the biblical 
relation of husband and wife is 
maintained, then the balance of the 
government of the home is like- 
wise maintained; and the childhood 
of the home can grow normally in 


(Continued on page three) 


(Preached on the Old-Fashioned 
Revival Hour, Sunday night, Janu- 
ary 25, 1942. Stenographically re- 
ported.) 


Now will you take your Bible 
and please turn with me to II 
Chronicles the 15th chapter. I do 
want to thank you for your over- 
whelming response to our message 
given last Sunday, on the subject 
of revival. This encouragement and 
prayer for a revival is almost uni- 
versal, one of the brightest spots 
in all our years of broadcasting. 


By the way, next month I will be- 
gin to celebrate seventeen years of 
broadcasting, only missing four 
Sundays in the entire seventeen 
years on account of illness. Surely 
God is good to us. Now last Sunday 
we spoke to you upon the subject 
of revival, giving some of the argu- 
ments generally used by some to 
show that we cannot expect a re- 
vival to come before the Lord re- 
turns, and then very briefly we had 
just time to go to God’s Word and 
show that there can be a revival 
before the Lord comes back. We 
had just a few moments last Sun- 
day to touch upon this first great 
revival recorded in God’s Word un- 
der the reign of Asa, who was king 
over Judah, but I decided to go into 
more detail, for one of the best ar- 
guments used to prove that we can 
expect a revival is the study of dif- 
ferent revivals recorded in God’s 
Word. For all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness; that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished un- 
to all good works. One thing we 
should clearly keep in mind is that 
those things recorded in the Old 
Testament are written for our ad- 
monition, as examples unto us, and 
if we this side of the cross of Cal- 


vary meet God’s spiritual require- 


REVIVAL UNDER KING ASA 


By EVANGELIST CHARLES E.. FULLER 


before Calvary met God’s require- 
ments, for a Heaven-sent, blessed 
revival, that revival will come and 
sinners will be converted. For God 
is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. 


So with your Bible open, and you 
will have to have it open to really 
appreciate this message, I want 
you to mark certain Scriptures and 
study them at the close of the 
broadcast or as soon as you can. 
We are going to study the 15th 
chapter of II Chronicles in more 
detail, with a prayer that the bless- 
ed Holy Spirit will enlighten us of 
the spiritual requirements that 
need to be met. May we face the 
issue squarely, be obedient and 
have the courage to ask God to 
send a refreshing revival. 


II Chronicles, chapter 15: 


And the Spirit of God came upon 
(Continued on page four) 
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Praying in the 


Will of God 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


.... nevertheless, not as | will, 
but as thou wilt." (Matt. 26:39) 

"O my father, if this cup may 
not pass away from me except | 
drink it, thy will be done.” (Matt. 
26:42). ; 

"And this is the confidence that 
we have in Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to his will, he 
heareth us; and if we know that he 
hear us, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of him." 
(1 John 5:14-15) 

‘And whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will Pde, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If ye shall ask anything in my name, 
| will do it.’ (John 14:13, 14) 


Successful prayer is for those 
who love the Lord and are sur- 
rendered to His will. An unsaved 
man may pray, like the ~publican 
in the temple who prayed, ‘‘God be 
merciful to me, a sinner,” or like 
the dying thief who prayed, “Lord 
remember me.” And those men 
were heard, and saved, as millions 
of others sinners like them have 
been heard and saved when they 
prayed. Sinners may pray, and 
should pray, but if they expect to 
be’ heard they must be v to 


willing 
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ing to love and serve Him. 
Throughout the Bible it is made 
clear God delights to answer 
prayer, but that He cannot do it 
for those who hate Him, those who 
do not want His will. 

So, if you want your prayers an- 
swered, seek to pray in the will of 
God, not contrary to His will. Seek 
to pray for things that can please 
Him, honor Him, and not for the 
things that grieve Him, or hinder 
His blessed business, or encourage 
sin. 
God loves you, loves you so much 
that His love could only be mea- 
‘sured by the gift of His own dear 
Son, the awful price of Calvary. 
He is so anxious for your happi- 
ness and welfare that if you find 
the prayer He would have you 
pray, the one He is most willing to 
answer, it will include a larger 
number of the best things, the hap- 
piest things, than any prayer you 
could even think of without His 
help. ‘He that spared not his own 
Son, but freely gave him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him, 
freely give us all things?” (Rom. 
8:32). To pray in the will of God . 
does not mean asking less, but 
more, and praying for just what 
God wants you to have will result 
in far more happiness than if you 
could have everything you wished 
with some of it outside the will of 

(Continued on page two) 
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_ PAGE TWO 


What Happens to Sin Confessed to Christ 


(Continued from page one) 


zirls and I think much of them. 
Although they are only three and 
‘our years old, I can see the marks 
a sin. I know, I know, they are 
sinners. “—all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God —” 
according to the Word of God. 
But there are two classes of sin- 
ners. There are those who have 
recognized their sinfulness and 
have seen exactly what would hap- 
pen if -they continued along the 
pathway of unrighteousness, and 
they have confessed their sins and 
found forgiveness through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Those, of course, are the group 


known as sinners saved by grace. 


I thank God that I am a member 
of that group, and I trust that ev- 
eryone of you listening to me be- 
longs to that group too, and that 
you know Jesus Christ as your) 
Saviour. How wonderful to know 
that your sins have been forgiven 
and cleansed through the precious 
Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But, there is another group of peo- 
ple out there in Radio-land listen- 
ing to me, I am sure, who have 
never confessed their sins; have 
never asked God to forgive them 
and cleanse them and to save thein 
by His grace. Many folks do not 
know what it is to have their sins 
forgiven. Oh, what a tragedy for 
men to be living in their sins; for 
men to be carrying around the 
burden of their sins! he 


Then there is another group of 
people among the folks who have 
been saved. who are living under 
the burden of their sins, They have 
confessed their sins, they have 
asked for forgiveness, and yet, 
they are not satisfied. They don’t 
seem to be completely free of the 
burden. They are worried and con- 
cerned about those things which 
they have done. Oh, listen, to me 
carefully as I bring you this mes- 
sage from the Word this afternoon. 
For those who are saved it will 
give cause for rejoicing. Those who 
are saved and still not sure about 
what happens to your sins, it ought 


- to lift a burden from your heart. 


For sinners out there in Radio-land 
who have never asked for forgive- 
ness, this is your opportunity to 
realize what forgiveness of your 
sins will mean to you, and I pray 
that God through the Holy Spirit 
will convict you of sin and right- 
eousness and judgment this after- 
noon. 
Now, in Isaiah 43:25 we read, “‘I, 
even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own Sake, 
and will not remember thy sins.” 


Oh, if I had the time this after- 
noon I would like to look into the 
Old Testament and show you how 
that after God had called out a 
people for His‘own Name, and how 
that He had blessed them and 
worked for them‘and provided for 
them and performed one miracle 
after another for them; how that 
after he had pled with them to do 
His will and to go His way, they 
had failed over and over again. 
How it makes the heart ache when 
we look.into the Old Testament and 
follow the children of Israel there 
out of the land of Egypt, and then 
see them murmuring on the shores 
of the Red Sea. We see them grum- 
bling and continually murmuring 
on the other side, and on down 
through the wilderness. - What a 
pathetic picture it is! Then we see 
them turning away from the God 
Who worked these miracles, from 
the God Who protected them and 
took them out of the land of Egypt, 
to see them turning away from 
Him and turning themselves to 
other gods. What a tragic picture! 

We can’t help but feel that God 
would have been just if He had 
said, ‘‘Well, I will have nothing to 
do with these people any more, 
I will just put them aside. I won’t 
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work for them any more. I won’t 
bless them any more. Ill just for- 
get them. I'll turn to others and 
I'll push them aside altogether.” 
But no, no—nothing like that at 
all. We have a different picture. 
What is it? “I am he that blotteth 
out thy transgressions and will not 
remember thy sins,’ Oh, how God 
forgives His people! It hardly seems 
possible that God could forget and 
forgive our sins, does it? 


It. Seems Impossible that God 
Could Forgive and Forget Our 
Sins, But It Is True! 


It seems that it would be im- 
possible for Him to forget our sins. 
Oh, as I think about my sins in 
the past and I realize how evil I 
was, how wicked I was, when I get 
a picture of that wicked heart of 
mine, I can’t help but wonder how 
it could be possible for God to for- 
get. sin—all of my sins. It seems 
it might be possible for Him to 
forgive them, but to forget them, 
just to blot them out so that He 
cannot think of them any more 
seems impossible! I can think of 
them! Oh, yes, 1 can go over my 
life, and I can remember time af- 
ter time when I disobeyed God and 
when I got out of His will and did 
those things contrary to His desires 
and His will for my life. On, I 
can remember when God spoke to 
me and I said, “No.’’ I can remen- 
ber time ofter time when I dis- 
obeyed Him and when I disobeyed 
my parents as a child. I can re- 
member when I got out into sin. I 
can remember all I did and ycu 
can, you can! It brings tears to 
youl eyes and it breaks your heart 
when you think of all you have 
done, doesn’t it? 

Oh, yes, we can remember, but 
God doesn’t remember. God doesn’t 
remember our sins. Our sins are 
blotted out and forgiven according 
to the Word of God. When they 
are confessed, you see, but not un- 
til they are confessed, of course. 
Listen, until your sins are con- 
fessed God knows about every one 
of them and remembers about ev- 
ery one of them. Every word, yes 
sir, every word! You mean every 
decd man has ever done? Absolute- 
ly! Everything you have ever said. 
Not only that, but every evil 
thought. Every evil thought, I say, 
God remembers. He knows about 
it and if it hasn’t been confessed, 
it is right there before Him and 
He remembers it continually. But, 
when we confess our sins, ah, 
thank God—“He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness,” according to I John 1:9. 
When He forgives and cleanses us, 
then it is true that “I am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions... 
and will not remember thy sins.”’ 


No Record Is Kept of Sins 


Forgiven 

Now I want you to notice severa! 
things about this passage. First of 
all, it tells us no record is kept of 
sins forgiven. When your sins have 
been forgiven there is absolutely 
no record. God is able to blot them 
out of His mind altogether. God 
keeps no record. All the records 
that were written in the books of 
Heaven about your sin have been 
destroyed. All of them have been 
blotted out. So far as God is con- 
cerned there is no record at all con- 
cerning your sin. 

It isn’t like the woman who had 
been having trouble with another 
woman in the church. These two 
women never could get along to- 
gether. They were always having 
difficulty and they had quite a 
tragic time and decided not to 
speak to one another. One of them 
was broken-hearted about it and 
was willing to change the decision 
but the other woman was so bitter 
and so ornery, aS we say dawn 
South, that she just wouldn’t have 
anything to do with her. So they 
didn’t make up. This woman who 
had been so bitter became one day 
very, very sick, and it seemed to 
her that she was going to die. She 
felt sure that she was going to die. 
The doctors said there wasn’t very 
much hope. So she realized she had 
better make ready for what. would 
happen on the other side, 

She began to questi6n- herself 
about some things and she looked 
into her heart and saw that evil 
heart of bitterness, envy, malice, 
jealousy and wrath. She saw that 
thing that kept coming up before 


;| her. She didn’t like to recognize it, 


but it was there. She knew that she 


| wasn’t treating this other woman 
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right and so she said, “Well, I have 
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to make it right. I can’t meet my 
Lord this way and so I have to 
make it right.” , 
She was: a Christian. So she ha 
the woman called and invited her 
to come over for she wanted to talk 
to her about something very impor- 
tant. The woman came, into the 
bed room and stood beside the bed. 
The sick woman said, “Now, I 
want to apologize for all that I 
have said that was nasty about 
you. I ask your forgiveness. I want 
you to know that things are differ- 


She confessed everything and the 
other woman wept and she was so 
glad about the reunion. But, just 
as she was about to leave the room, 
the woman in the bed called and 
said, “I want you to understand 
clearly that if I get well and don’t 
die, matters remain just as they 
were beforehand.” 

Ah, friends, our Saviour isn’t 
that kind of a Saviour. When He 
forgives us;. when He makes the 
thing right, it is right once and 
for all. It is completely taken care 
of and completely forgotten and 
forgiven, I am so glad that every 
one of the sins of my past life, ev 
ery one of them, and every one of 
yours, if you trust Jesus as your 
Saviour, has been forgiven and has 


‘been forgotten and there is no rec- 


ord of them because God said, “I 
will remember them no more.” 


The Believer Stands Absolutely 
Insulated from the Past! 


Now, the second thing I want 
you to notice is that no responsi- 
bility for past sin is left on the be- 
liever. That is, the believer stands 
absolutely insulated from the past. 
What do you mean by that? I mean 
that “old.things have passed away 
and behold, all things have become 
new.” All those things I did in the 
past, God will never, never, never 
hold me accountable for. Why? Be- 
cause they are under the Blood, be- 
cause they belong to that crowd of 
old things that have passed away 
and thank God everything has be- 
come new. That is a wonderful 
thing for Christians to realize and 
to rejoice about in these days. 
Think of it! All of those things 
that you can remember and that 
God cannot remember, all of them 
have passed away. They are among 
the old things that have .gone, 
things that we will not be held ac- 
countable for when we get to Glory. 
We will never have to answer to 
God for those things. God doesn’t 
hold us accountable for them to- 
day either. They are gone! They 
are gone! Some of you folks out 
there in Radio-land are worrying 
about sins that were committed 
years ago. It is because you are 
not trusting Jesus. That is one rea- 
son. Another reason is that you 
don’t believe the Bible. If you be- 
lieved the Bible, you would act dif- 
ferently and you would live differ- 
ently. Friends, you would be will- 
ing to trust the Lord Jesus Christ 
and you would have joy. You would 
not be murmuring, groaning and 
grumbling all the time! 

I am thinking of a woman. She 
is always sick. I don’t know wheth- 
er it is real or not, but she says 
she is sick anyhow. She is always 
wondering whether or not she is 
saved. She is wondering about the 
things she has done in the past. 
She is never happy. She is never 
satisfied. That poor Christian, sor- 
ry Christian that she is, could have 
peace and joy if she would only 
learn to trust God, if she would 
only believe the Book. There are 
many folks like that. Some of you 
who are listening to me, you know 
‘it is true in your heart and life. 
Listen to me, God has forgiven 
your sin, God has cleansed you 
from your sin, and God will not re- 
member your sin. God does not ask 
you to be responsible for past sin 
that has been forgiven. How we 
thank God for that fact! Oh, how 
we rejoice to know that the Lord 
Jesus Christ does not hold us ac- 
countable for our past sins. When 
Jesus Christ died upon the Cross 
of Calvary, He paid the price for 
all of our sin. As we confess it, He 
forgets it. He forgives it and He 
cleanses us from it. He forgets it 
and removes it so that we will not 
be bothered with it any more. 


Christians Whose <<. Have Been 
Forgiven Will Not Have to Give 
An Account of Them at the 
Judgment 
Not only that, but I want you to 
notice thirdly, that no account is 
ever to be rendered of them at the 


Judgment. You know there is to be 
a Judgment in the future. There is 


oe oie Oe: i eh 
é , fy eee he ere Bey, fis i : , 
19 $8e5 Ce ce 5 ep y's 
me, Salk? wl robes Pins Se by atts . q ? 
“« Fon IE. " 


gio CS ET Ec ee 4 er 
Lot bene To a, eRe VOL CNet ny ye MEE ant MES ey 
0 ES AR WTR OS ee ee Br ere eee ergy 


to be a Judgment for Christians. 


ent than what they were before.” |. 


"Friday, February 27, 1942 


When they meet the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the air, the first thing 
that happens after the Rapture is 
the Judgment Seat of Christ. You 
should know this. We are going to 
stand before the Judgment Seat of 
Christ. Paul tells ts that very defi- 
nitely in II Cor. 5:10: 


“For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that 
everyone may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” 


As we stand before the Judgment 
Seat of Christ, we are going to give 
an account for all those things we 
have done in the flesh, whether 
good or bad, and as we stand be- 
fore Him, I want you to realize 
this, that no sin that has ever been 
confessed will ever be brought out. 
You will never have to give an ac- 
count for any sins, Christians, 
which you have committed in the 
flesh if you have asked God 
for forgiveness. Oh, how I praise 
God for I John 1:9: 


“Tf we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” 


As we confess our sins, and there 
are times when every one of you 
sin (don’t you dare say that you 
don’t, because you know better, 
and the Bible tells you that you 
sin), we know that God forgives 
and cleanses and removes them 
and we will never, never have to 
give an account for these sins at 
the Judgment Seat of Christ as 
Christians: Only those sins which 
you have never confessed will have 
to be accounted for there. 


Say Christian, are you living in 
sin? Are you living in the world? 
Are you living for yourself? Are 
you forgetting about God? Are you 


careless about your life? Are you 
forgetting about the lost sinners, 
lost boys and girls, lost men and 
women, lost young people that are 
going to Hell? Are you living your 
life apart from them, caring not 
about their souls, not paying any 
attention to them? That is a sin! 
It is a sin! That is right! That is 
right! And you are living that kind 
of way, “Yes.” Well, then’ you are 
going to have to give an account 
for it unless you ask God to for- 
give you. Oh, I beg God that you 
will get on your knees right now, 
right now, at the close of this serv- 
ice and that you will ask God to 
forgive you for those sins. You 
know about every one of them. 
God, through t he Holy Spirit, 
brings them to your mind. You 
know about every sin you have 
committed. All right. Get on your 
face before God and tell Him about 
it. Oh, friends, I find that Chris- 
tians don’t like to be told about 
their sins, but I want you to know 
this, I would rather have some one 
tell me about my sins now. I would 
rather get on my knees and con- 
fess my sins to Jesus and find for- 
giveness and cleansing now than to 
have to stand before Him at the 
Judgment Seat, to give an account 
for my sins. Wouldn’t you? 
Wouldn’t you? I am saving you 
embarrassment by telling you 
about this fact if you haven't 
known it before, and by warning 
you about it now just in case you 
haven’t thought about it before. If 
you will just confess your sins 
right now, and get right with the 
Lord, and let Him cleanse you and 
make you what you ought to be, 
you will be able to live for Him 
and not be ashamed when you meet 
Him at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ. 


Then, not only will you not have 
to give an account for your sins, 
but you will have such greater re- 
ward on the other side. Christians, 


The greatest need of the hour, 
friends, is for Christians to real- 
ize their need of confessing their 
sins and getting right with the 
Lord. I say again, it is the greatest 
need of the hour. Our churches are 
being ruined, our churches are be- 
ing emptied because of lack of real 
Christ-likeness on the part of 
Christians. That is a fact and you 
know it. That is a fact! Ah, when 


.| we go from place to place and see 


Christians, professing Christians, 
living like the Devil, what a trag- 
edy it is! It doesn’t work! It does 
not work! Sinners don’t want that 
kind of Christianity! That is why 
they won’t pay any attention to it. 
That is why you don’t win souls! 
Confess your sins and get rid of 
them and you will never have to 


give an account for them at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. 
(Continued on page three) 


I beg you to get right with God. 


Praying in the 
Willof God - 


(Continued from page one) 


God. In this matter, loving surren- 
der is not only right, it is wise. 
What God wants to give you is just 
exactly..what you would want if 
you knew enough to want it, if 
you knew as God does, just how 
happy it would make you, and how 
long the blessing of it would last. 
Thus to knowingly pray contrary 
to the will of God is folly, and for 
God to answer such prayers would 
wrong you as much as it would 
wrong Himself. 


The Lord Jesus, in His earthly 
ministry and life could say truly, 
“T know that thou hearest me al- 
ways” (John 11:42). The Father 
heard and answered every prayer 
that Jesus ever prayed, except, I 
think, the prayer on the cross, 
when he did not pray in his own 
right, but prayed as a lost sinner 
would have prayed, when He was 
in the place of dying, condemned 
sinners, alien from God. Then Je- 
sus prayed, not “My Father,” but 
“My God, my God,” and God for- 
sook Him, as in the place of all the 
sinners in the world, that he might 
receive us, clothed in Christ’s right- 
eousness, and in His stead. So 
Psalm 22:2 says of Jesus on the 
cross, “Oh, my God, I cry in the 
day time, but thou hearest not.” 
But with that exception, God heard 
and answered every prayer that 
Jesus ever prayed. Always except 
then, Jesus came as one perfectly 
in the will of the father, and was 
never denied. Would you like al- 
ways to be heard when you pray? 
Would you like to be’able to get 
things from God as easily as His 
own Son, the dear Lord Jesus got 
whatever He prayed for? Then “let 
this mind be in you which was al- 
so in Christ Jesus.” 


This most striking example of 
the Saviour’s surrender to the will 
of the father is when He was 
bowed down in the garden of Geth- 
semane under the weight of the 
sins of the world, when His soul 
was “exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death” (Matt. 26:38) he said, 
and when “his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground” (Luke 22:44). 
There Jesus prayed, saying, “O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt’ 
(Matt. 26:39). Then again He 
prayed, saying, “O my Father, if 
this cup may not pass away from 
me except I drink it, thy will be 
done” (Matt. 26:42). Then a third 
time, we are told, He prayed, “say- 
ing the same words.” Facing the 
most awful suffering, Jesus, with- 
out hesitation, said to His Father, 
and our Father, “Not as I will, but 
as thou wilt.” 

But this scriptural incident has 
been greatly misunderstood, I am 
convinced. Many have taught that 
here the Lord Jesus was begging the 
Father that He might not have to 
go to the cross, and only reluctant- 
ly submitting to the thing He did 
not want to do, and tried to avoid. 
Some commentators have supposed 
that Jesus thought there might be 
some other way to save sinners 
besides the cross. 
‘seems foolish in the light of other 
scriptures, First, Hebrews 5:7 re- 
fers to these very prayers, tells us 
what Jesus prayed for, and that 
the prayer was answered. ‘Who in 
the days of his flesh, when he had 
offered up prayers and supplica- 
tions with strong crying and tears 
unto him that was able to save 
him from death, and was heard in 
that he feared.” So in the garden, 
Jesus prayed to be saved from 
death that night in the garden, 
when he was near death, and He 
was heard, and saved from death. 
The bitter cup Satan would have 
forced to His lips that night, kill- 
ing Him so that the scriptures 

(Continued on page three) 
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would not be fulfilled, so Christ 
should not die on the Passover day, 
so He should not hang on a tree, 
so He should not die between two 
thieves, so he should not die “ac- 
cording to the scriptures” (I Cor. 
15: 3,4). If Satan had succeeded, 
God’s will would have been thwart- 
ed, the scripture would not have 
been fulfilled, and the death of 
Christ would not have saved any- 


body. But Christ prayed, in effect, 


“Rather, you know I am willing to 
die. I came into the world to die, 
and have never shrunk from it. I 
would even be willing to die to- 
night, though I know you would 
have to raise me up to die again 
tomorrow in the appointed way, at 
the appointed place, on the fore- 
told date. I ask you to defeat Sa- 
tan, let this cup pass from me to- 
night. My blood is breaking from 
my veins, I'am sorrowful even unto 
death; I will die here if you do not 
help. So if it be ‘possible, let this 
cup pass from me tonight. But you 
know I seek not my own will. Not 
as I will, but as thou wilt.” And 
Jesus prayed through, and was 
heard, and the cup did pass from 
Him till the morrow, and the Fa- 


ther who was able to save Him” 


from death did save Him. Christ’s 
prayer was answered. Let no one 
think that Christ was simply re- 
signed to the cross. Rather he has- 
tened toward it! He said, “I have 
a baptism to be baptised with, and 
how am I straightened till it be 
accomplished” (Luke 12:50). He 
also said, ‘“Therefore doth the Fa- 
ther love me, because I lay down 
my life, that I might take it again. 
No man taketh it from me, but I 
lay it down of myself. I have pow- 


er to lay it down and I have pow- 


er to take it again. This command- 
ment have I received of my Fa- 
ther” (John 10: 17, 18). Long be- 


fore Jesus came to this world, and |. 


every day of His life here, he was 
perfectly surrendered to go to the 
cross, 

What I am saying is that Jesus 
did not, fearfully, reluctantly, re- 
sign Himself to the will of the Fa- 
ther, asking one thing, but con- 
senting to another. No, JESUS 
PRAYED IN THE WILL OF GOD, 
NOT AGAINST IT, and got what 
He prayed for. And the example 
He gave is not that we are to ask 
for our own way, but be willing to 
give it up. Rather, it is that we 
may know God's will and ask for 
that all along, as Jesus did. 


No doubt we will not always 
know as perfectly as Jesus knew, 
the will of God. Perhaps it was 
largely for our example that He 
prayed so repeatedly “thy will be 
done,” and “Not as I will but as 
thou wilt,” since the incident is 
‘clearly recorded by Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, as if the Holy Spirit 
wished to emphasize it. Every 
Christian should have this explicit 
understanding with God about ev- 
ery prayer, “Not as I will but as 
thou wilt.” Oh, may we learn to 
pray with hearts surrendered to the 
will of God! 


Assurance In Prayer 


When we know we pray in the 
will of God, how confident we may 
be of getting our prayers an- 
swered! In I John 5:14, 15 is this 
Sweet assurance: “And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, 
that if we ask any thing according 
to his will he heareth us; And if 
we know that he hear us, whatso- 
ever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired 
of him.” How sweet to pray, know- 
ing that God gladly listens, since 
we are things according to 
His will. And thus praying, often 
we can literally know without any 
doubt that we are to receive the 
things we have requested. 

That is one reason for taking 
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perfect counterbalance. No anarchy 
can come from such a home as 
that. 

“Your discussion concerning 
women in the pulpit as ‘ordained 
females in the ministry’ strikes to 
the depths of another fact of pres- 
ent-day degeneracy. God has had 
great women in all biblical history, 
and we are blest with such women 
today. But they are not found 
among the ministerial counterfeits 
who, like crowing hens in the barn- 
yard, are a reproach rather than a 
blessing to the cause of Christ in 
the world. In every case in Bible 
history; when a woman has been 
called into the leadership over men, 
the age has been characterized by 
the. degeneracy of its men. When 
manhood failed, then as an abnor- 
mal expediency, women have been 
forced into the leadership because 
men have failed. The ordination of 
women to the ministry today does 
not mark a normal growth ‘of the 
kingdom’ but rather a serious fail- 
ure on the part of men. That we 
have had some Baptist churches 


delight in the Lord; in His word, 
His work, His will, His sweet pres- 
ence through the Holy Spirit’s con- 
scious communion. For Psalm 37?4 
says, “Delight thyself.also in the 
Lord; and He shall give thee the 
desires of thy heart.” That is an- 
other way of saying that the way 
to have your prayers answered is 
to so delight in God’s will, and be 
so surrendered to His loving plan 
that you and the Lord will see eye 
to eye, and He can afford to risk 
you with anything your heart de- 
sires! That is praying in the will of 
God! 

Jesus meant the same thing, I 
think, when He said in John 15:7, 
“If ye abide in me, and my word 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 


will and it shall be given unto you.”’’ 


Abiding in Christ, must mean at 
one with Him, agreed with Him, 
surrendered to -His will, trusting 
joyfully in Him. But to love and 
trust Christ is not, enough, if you 
would have your prayers answered, 
If you do not know His will, what 
would please Him, then no matter 
how you love Him, how surren- 
dered to His will, then you could 
not expect Him to always answer 
your prayers. So the condition is 
added, “and if. my words abide in 
you.” You need to know, from the 
heart, the Bible, so that Christ’s 
words really live in you, and then, 
abiding in Him, you can ask any- 
thing you want and get it.So a 
loving, heart reception of the word 
of God is a part of praying in the 


‘(| will of God. We know the will of 


God largely through the Bible. 


How strange it is that some peo- 
ple learn only the letter of the Bi- 
ble and never get the Spirit’s mes- 
sage. Several years ago a good man 
sold Bibles in a revival campaign 
I conducted. He had read the Bible 
through each year for twenty-two 
years, he told me, and at that time 
was reading it through each month. 
I feel sure he was a sincere good 
man. Yet he told me he had not 
yet decided about whether a saved 
person already possessed everlast- 
ing life so that he could never be 
lost, or not. And when we spoke of 
the second coming. of Christ, he 
was not sure whether he was a 
premillennialist or not; and he 
thought perhaps one must be bap- 
tised to be saved. He had read the 
Bible many, many times, but got 
only the letter. So the scripture 
never indicates that reading the Bi- 
ble is enough for a Christian. If 
you would know the will of God so 
you can pray in His will, with con- 
fidence in getting an answer, you 
must have the word abiding in 
your heart. 


So Psalm 1:2, 3 says about the 
blessed man, “But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and in His 
law doth he meditate day and 
night. And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his sea- 
son; his leaf also shall not with- 
er; and ,whatsoever he doeth shall 


And is not that as blessed a 


"| promise as a Christian could ask? 
| It is really a prayer promise; it 


is almost the same as saying that 


|one who meditates day and night 


in the Bible will have everything 
he asks for; that God will pros- 
(Continued on page ap 


that ordained women to the min- 
istry is a fact of disobedience to 
God rather than a blessing. While 
a pastor in another state than. Tex- 
as, a young woman came on a 
visit to our women’s organization, 
and did splendid service. A few 
weeks later, I was invited by the 
church of her membership to take 
part in her ordination to the ‘full 
work of the ministry.’ I immedi- 
ately replied that I would not only 
take no part in such a disobedience 
to the plain biblical order of the 
Gospel ministry, but that after she 
submitted to such performance, she 
would not be allowed to speak in 
the church of my pastorate in any 
department whatever. I-could not 
fellowship any woman in such atti- 
tude of disobedience to the word of 
God. I have never yet listened to 
any woman in such ‘ordained’ pul- 
pit performance, and I deny em- 
phatically that I am a crank in 
the matter. I do not call in ques- 
tion the sincerity, and anxiety of 
the ‘ordained’ woman, to render 
service to the Lord’s cause; but I 
cannot fellowship her misguided 
judgment, and her attitude of seri- 
ous error as to where the Lord 
would guide and use her. Most em- 
phatically, I could not retain mem- 
bership in, or fellowship with any 
church that takes the God-called 
woman out of her sphere to ‘ordain’ 
her for the work of the pulpit min- 
istry. I have heard stirring testi- 
mony from gifted women in bib- 
lical spheres of women’s work, and 
I dare say she is never at her hap- 
piest and best outside of her own 
God ordained sphere. But whenever 
she assumes the masculine sphere 
and endeavors to be a leader of 
men, she always fails to lead cor- 
rectly her own properly balanced 
sex, and can not lead men except 
those who have become too sissi- 
fied to stand up in their calling as 
men. 

“I wish that thousands who so 
seriously need the message of your 
book, both men and women, and 
even many preachers, might secure 
it and, devoutly before God, go 
into your discussion and see wheth- 
er or not what you have written is 
true. Rarely have I read a book 
that is so completely surrendered 
to the plain ‘thus saith the Lord’ 
as this strong interpretation of 
what God has said. 


(Signed) “Chas. T. Alexander 
“Dallas, Texas.”’ 
—_——Q———— 
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Greenpoint Gospel Chapel 
519 Leonard St. 
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Brooklyn, N.Y. 


January 28, 1942 
Rev. John R. Rice, D.D. 
012 W. Franklin St. 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your late book, 
“Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and 
Women Preachers” with a great 
deal of interest and profit. 

I must say that it is a very time- 
ly book, based on the simple teach- 
ing of the Word of God and de- 
serves a prayerful reading. If this 
book is prayerfully read and put 
into practice by the Christian peo- 
ple it will be a great blessing to 
the cause of Christ in this day 
when so many have drifted so far 
from the simple teaching of the 
Word of God, 

It will be a pleasure for me to 
recommend this book to my people 
and I trust it will have a large cir- 
culation. 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

(Signed) James E. Bane, Pastor. 


Oa , Womenues 


Appelman Closed 
Blessed Revival 
In New York City 


We know readers will like to 
have this happy report from Evan- 
gelist Hyman Appe 

“Rebruary 16, 1942 

“Dear Prayer Partner: 

“Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah! The 
Holy Spirit gave us over 250° for 


and the church in the 10}. 


days with Calvary, New York. Pra 
for us here in the Church of the 
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What Hibben to Sin Confessed to Christ 


(Continued from page two) 


The Sinner Must Face God in 
His Sins! 


Well, how about the sinner? If 
he doesn’t trust Jesus Christ and 
goes out of this life without being 
saved, naturally he is going to 
stand before the Judgment Seat of 
God — the Judgment Seat of the 
Great -White Throne, and he, of 
course, will have to give an ac- 
count for every single, solitary sin 
—everything he has ever done and 
everything he has ever said, ev- 
ery evil thought will have to be 
accounted for by the sinner. 

Listen, sinner, you can’t get par- 
tial forgiveness of your sins here. 
No sinner can ask God to blot out 
some terrible sin in his life, and 
then go on into eternity without 
trusting Jesus Christ, and not have 
to give an account for that. Oh, 
no! Oh, no! If you would have for- 
giveness for your sins, if you would 
it so you wouldn’t have to face God 
with that terrible crime, with that 
terrible sin, that blackened heart, 
that filthy mouth, with that evil 
mind; if you would have it so you 
wouldn’t have to face God in that 
condition, wretched, miserable, in- 
iquitous condition, then you must 
trust Jesus now. You must ask 
Him for forgiveness now, because 
forgiveness for sin is given only 
in this life. That is all for you! 
Only in this life can you have for- 
giveness of sin and you don’t know 
when you are going to leave this 
life. You don’t know when you are 
going to die. You don’t know when 
you will face God. It may be to- 
night. It may be this afternoon. It 
may not be for a year, but oh, the 
tragedy of meeting God, facing God 
in your sin! Oh, friends, I urge you, 
I beg of you in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, for your sake 
and for His sake, confess your sins 
and get cleansing: from them and 
then you will not be judged. Oh, 


how precious is Romans '8:1. How 


I thank God that there we read 
“there is therefore now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.”’ I am in Christ. I have been 
cleansed from all of my sins and I 
will never have to face them in the 
Judgment, 

I would like to illustrate it by 
telling you about a gentleman who 
was crossing the Bay of Biscay. He 
became exceedingly alarmed at 
what he thought was an approach- 
ing hurricane or tornado. Turning 
to a seaman who was standing 
nearby, he asked: 

“Do you think she will be able 
to live through it?” 

“Through what?” the seaman 
asked when the gentleman pointed 
at that which seemed to be the 
evidence of an approaching storm, 
he replied: 

“Sir, you needn’ t be alarmed; 
that storm will never touch us. It 
has passed already.” Thank God it 
is true! The storm of condemnation 
is passed, it will never encompass 
me. It took place on Calvary al- 
most two thousand years ago. Yes, 
it is true! 


“Jesus paid it all, All to Him 
I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain; 
He washed it white as snow.” 


The Record that Was Written 
Was Blotted Out 


I call your“attention to a fourth 
and last truth. It is this: The rec- 
ord that was written was blotted 
out. It is true that a record was 
written of every evil word, thought 
and deed; it was a comlete record 
and an awful one. How black the 


| pages must have been. But on the 


basis of our text we can positively 
assert that it has been blotted out 
forever. 

“TI, even I, am He that blotteth 
out thy transgressions! i 

In I John 1:9 we read: 

“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. ” 

Not’ only forgiveness, but cleans- 
ing! God gives a clean heart to ev- 
ery one who confesses his sins to 
Him, and then blots out the record 
and wipes the slate clean. 

In a school in Ireland a boy was 
asked by his instructor: 

“Is there anything that God can- 
not do?” 


“Yes, sir,” was the reply. “There |_ 


is one thing.” 


“What is that?” asked the ques- 
y | tioner in surprise. 


“He cannot see my sins when. 


they are blotted out by Jesus’ 
Blood.” 


He was right! Thank God, He! — 


PAGE THREE 


' 


was right! 
In the few moments which are 
left on this broadcast, let me put 
it plainly to you, Have you con- 
fessed your sins to Jesus Christ? ~— 
Have they been blotted out by His — 
precious Blood? Can you say with | 
me: 
“My sins are blotted out, I know! 
My sins are blotted out, I 
know! 
They are buried in the depths 
of the deepest sea; 
My sins are blotted out, I 
know!” 
If not, will you bow your head 
just now, and tell Jesus that you 
are a sinner in need of a Saviour? 
Will you confess your sins andin | 
simple faith take Jesus as your © 
Saviour? Do it just now. Come to 
Him just now, for He has said: 
“Him that cometh unto Me, I 
will in no wise cast out” (John 6: 
37). 
—_—_Q-—_—— 


Take Your Choice! 
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in Bible. 

V. Bobbed Hair, the Sign of a 
Woman’s Rebellion Against Hus- 
band, Father, and God. 


VI. The Horrible Sin of Rebell- 
ion. 

The first picture is of Mrs. Rice 
and six daughters. The second pic- 
ture is of Mary Lloys (now six- 
teen) taken when she was four- 
teen, showing her lovely braids. 
The third picture shows a snapshot 
of Elizabeth, fourteen, with her 
long hair down before the mirror. 
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Thick antique book paper, bound 
in royal blue cloth stamped in gold, 
with yellow paper jacket printed in 
blue, as pictured. You will want 
this book! 


Price 50c each, or copy sent ab- 
solutely free, with one year’s sub- 
scription to The Sword of the Lord. 
Please state whether new or re- 
newal. This offer good only in the 
United States. 


‘And God Remembered...." 


A book of favorite messages. 123 
pages, tan cloth, expensive gold pa- 
per jacket, specially drawn illus- 
trations. These sermons have been 
a great blessing to many and in- 
clude the following: 


“And God Remembered...” 
The Exceeding Abundantly Able 
God 


“Behold the Man!” 

“Where Is the Lord God of Eli- 
jah?” 

The Torn Veil 


and the sermon which has caused 
such widespread comment and dis- 
cussion, 


Tears in Heaven. 


The above book fifty cents a copy 
postpaid, or given absolutely free 
with one year’s subscription to The 
Sword of the Lord, at one dollar a 
year. 


Send a list of subscriptions today 
if possible. State which book you 
want free with each subscription, 
and where to send it. If possible 
state whether the subscription is 
new or renewal. This offer good - 
only in the United States. 


This remarkable bargain is of- 
fered because we want thousands 
of new subscriptions. Not long ago 
we got five thousand trial subscrip- 
tions. Now we want five thousand. 
annual subscriptions and we be- 
lieve God will help us to get them. 
We covet your prayers and coop- 
eration. 


Great sermons are coming in The 
Sword of the Lord, sermons by Dr. 
Robert G. Lee, by Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, by Evangelist Charles E. Ful- 
ler, by Rev. Sam Morris of the 
Voice of Temperance, by Evangel- 
ist Hyman Appelman, and others of 
America’s leading soul winners and 
Bible teachers. Renew your sub- 
scription today and send this evan- 
gelistic weekly to others. 


Send subscriptions to 
SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS ah 
512 W. Franklin Wheaton, Ill. 


WANTED, CHURCH PEWS 
Wanted to buy used church pews 
for use in the Bensenville Bible 
Church, Box 501, Bensenville, 
Tilinois. | 
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4 F Revival Under hin 


(Continued from page one) 


 Azariah, the son of Oded; 
2. And he went out to meet Asa, 


: 4 and said unto him, Hear ye me, 
' Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; 
" The Lord is with you while ye be 
i with him; and if ye seek him he 
> will be found of you; but if ye for- 


a sake him he will forsake you. 


8. Now for a long season Israel| 


| hath been without the true God, 
— and without a teaching priest, and 
with out law. 

4. But when they in their trouble 


' Praying in the 

* Will of God 

oo (Continued from page three) 
per every thing he does, give him 
everything he wants. That could 
only be because he so earnestly 
seeks, with the heart, to know the 
will of God that all his prayers are 
according to God’s will, and God 
can safely trust him with anything 
he wants! 


Asking in Jesus’ Name 

Many times we are taught to 
pray in Jesus’ name. John 14:13, 14 
says: “And whatsoever ye shall 
ask in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If ye shall ask anything 
in my name, I will do it.” 

Anything you ask in His name, 
God will give it you! Then why do 
we not get everything we ask? 
For do we not nearly always close 
our prayers with the words, “we 
ask in Jesus’ name, Amen?” 

And John 16:24 invites us to ask 
in Jesus’ dear name. “Hitherto ye 
have asked nothing in my name; 
ask and ye shall receive, that your 
joy may be full.” So the way to 
get. our prayers answered, so our 
joy may be full, is to ask in Jesus’ 
name. 

But here, I am convinced, many 
of us are forgers, putting Christ’s 


name to a prayer where He would 


not sign it, using His name trying 
to secure things He would not en- 
dorse! The Bible does not prom- 
ise to answer any prayer that we 
say is in His name, but rather any 
prayer that is really asked for His 
sake, because that is what He 
wants, and what He would ask for. 
“In Jesus’ name” is not to be used 
simply as a magic formula. In fact 
I do not think it was specially in- 
| tended as words to be said in a 
| prayer. That phrase is not in the 
' model prayer, given by our Lord, 
“nor was it used in any prayer used 
by New Testament Christians. We 
say “in Jesus’ name” as a common- 
place phrase, a part of formal rit- 
ual, in prayers that get no answer, 
and that proves they were not real- 
ly asked for Jesus’ sake, not really 
asked just to please Him. But Bi- 
ble Christians prayed in the will of 
God, often, without mentioning the 
fact that it was in Jesus’ name 
they asked it. This condition of 
successful prayer is not a matter 
of words but of heart. No one can 
pray in Jesus name without know- 
ing what the Lord Jesus wants, 
and without wanting just what He 
wants, in that particular matter. 
Really, to pray in Jesus simply 
means to pray in the will of God. 


Faith Comes When Praying in 
The Will of God 


Believing, having faith about the 
answer, is many times stressed in 
the Bible as a certain way to se- 
cure the answer to our prayers. 
Mark 9:23; Mark 11:22-24; and 
Matthew 21:22 with other precious 
promises, show that all things are 
"possible to him that believeth, that 
' whatever you desire, you may have 


| if you believe and do not doubt. 


» lsewhere we shall try to show 


© how to have faith in God, and how 


.. to grow stronger in faith, but here, 
' I call attention to the fact that 


ss faith is a gift of God, (I Cor. 12: 


_ 9). And no one can have faith in 
_ God for things not in God’s will. 
| Faith really is a divinely given con- 
' fidence that the thing asked is 
asing to God, and that He will 
refore give it. When we pray in 
4 : the will of God, with a heart fully 
' surrendered to His way, eager to 
do and have done His will, and 
hen we know, by the sweet. lead- 
ne of the Holy Spirit and by the 
Wo: d of God what is His will in 
1e matter of the prayer, the faith 

yws in the heart, and confidently 
‘ims the blessing which it knows 
1 1 will please God to grant. So faith 


‘of God, but it is easy to 


hat Sree aot ied will do, the 


hin ; we nak when | we know it is 


le when praying in 


did turn to the Lord God of Israel 
and sought him, he was found of 
them. 

5. And in those times there was 
no peace to him that went out, nor 
to him that came in, but great vex- 
ations were upon all the inhabi- 
tants of the countries. 

6. And nation was destroyed of 
nation, and city of city; for God 
did vex them with all adversity. 

7. Be ye strong, therefore, and 
let not your hands be weak; for 
your work shall be rewarded. 

8. And when Asa heard these 
words, and the prophecy of Oded 
the prophet, he took courage, and 
put away the abominable idols out 
of all the land of Judah and Benja- 
min, and out of the cities which he 
had taken from mount Ephraim, 
and renewed the altar of the Lord, 
that was before the porch of the 
Lord. 

9. And he gathered all Judah and 
Benjamin, and the strangers with 
them out of Ephraim and Manas- 
seh, and out of Simeon; for they 
fell to him in abundance, when they 
saw that the Lord his God was 
with him. 

10. So they gathered themselves 
together at Jerusalem in the third 
month, in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Asda. 

11. And they offered unto the 
Lord the same time, of the spoil 
which they had brought, seven 
hundred oxen and seven thousand 
sheep. 

12. And they entered into a cove- 
nant to seek the Lord God of their 
fathers with all their heart and 
with all their soul: 

18. That whosoever would not 
seek the Lord God of Israel should 
be put to death, whether small or 
great, whether man or woman. 

14. And they sware unto the Lord 
with a loud voice, and with shout- 
ings, and with trumpets, and with 
cornets. . 

15. And all Judah rejoiced at the 
oath; for they had sworn with all 
their heart, and sought him with 
their whole desire; and he was 
found of them; and the Lord gave 
them rest round about. 

* * * * 


19. And there was no more war 
unto the five and thirtieth year of 
the reign of Asa, 


Knowledge of True God 


Now in the time Asa ascended 
the throne and was king over Ju- 
dah, the spiritual and internal and 
moral condition of Judah was at 
a very low ebb. In verses 3 to 6 of 
the 15th chapter of II Chronicles 
we have the crying, urgent need for 
a revival. In verse 3, three items 
are spoken of, portraying the spir- 
itual and inward religious condi- 
tions of Judah at that time. First, 
here it is. Now for a long time all 
Israel had been without knowledge 
of a true God. Jeremiah tells us 
the Lord is the true God, is the liv- 
ing God, and the everlasting King. 
John seventeen tells us, “This is 
life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Je- 
sus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
First John tells us that “we know 
the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we 
may know him that is true, and we 
are in him that is true, even in his 
Son Jesus Christ. This is the true 
God, and eternal life” (I John 5: 
20). Now ina word, Israel went 
away from the knowledge of the 
true God. They went after strange 
gods and idols. Idols were put up 
and worshipped in high places. Is- 
rael departed for a long season and 
were away from the knowledge of 
the true God. That is the first step 
in apostasy. 


Without Bible Teaching 


Second, notice what it said, 
“without.a teaching priest.” Now 
teaching was a great priestly func- 
tion of the Levites. They went to 
teach the people God’s law and 
statutes and commandments. Here 
we learn that the priests forsook 
their high calling, neglected teach- 
ing for rituals and ceremony—a 
great outward show, but they left 
off the teaching of God’s Word. In 
Deuteronomy they are told explic- 
itly, “they shall each thee.” Then 
in Leviticus, “that they may teach 
the children of Israel all the stat- 
utes which the Lord has spoken 
unto them by the hand of Moses.” 
In the Old Testament days the 
priest was God’s messenger, God’s 
man. He was supposed to 
there and teach the Word of God, 
and teach the statutes and com- 
mandments. Now we who are 
saved, God tells us we are kings 
and priests and ambassadors, God’s 


acigh aieciniot And our high calling, 


The Urgent Need for Revival: No ye 


stand; these things. He is 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Se ee sea ee en eee 
calling is to be able to teach 

ple the Word of God. How far short 
we have fallen the Lord only 
knows. It seems that anything and 
everything can be given in the 
church today—book reviews, cur- 
rent events, political events, picture 
shows-—~anything but the Word of 
God. How rare to find the Word of 
God taught in the pulpit these days. 
And beloved, where you have a 
teaching pastor, one who believes 
and teaches the Word of God with- 
out fear or favor, you are to be 
congratulated. 

Notice what happened when the 
revival came. Turn to the 17th 
chapter of II Chronicles, verses 9 
and 10. 

“And they taught in Judah, and 
had the book of the law of the 
Lord with them, and went about 
throughout all the cities of Judah, 
and taught the people.” 

What happened? 

“The fear of the Lord fell wpon 
all the kingdome of the lands that 
were round about Judah, so. that 
they made no war against Jeho- 
| shaphat.” 

Beloved, what we need in these 
closing days of this dispensation of 
grace is God’s Word, and oh, one 
of the greatest gifts that can come 
to a man is to be a pastor and a 
teacher, which.is a wonderful com- 
bination, . 


Men Lawless; Without Authority 

And the third thing we find in 
verse 3 is this: without law or 
without authority, everyone doing 
that which is.right in his own eyes. 
We read about it in II Timothy 3, 
how men in the last days will be 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God, ever prone to break away 
from authority and from God’s re- 
straining hand to do just what he 
himself likes to do. But God says 
that we who are sons of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ are 
no longer our own; we are bought 
with a price. Therefore present 
your bodies a living sacrifice and 
be not conformed to this age: but 
‘be ye transformed by the renew- 
ing of your mind. 

Now verses 5 and 6 in the 15th 
of II Chronicles describes still fur- 
ther the spiritual condition ex- 
isting under Asa. Notice what it 


ys: 
“And in those times’— 

More is recorded in another place 
where men were in a strait for peo- 
ple were distressed. Then people 
hid themselves in caves, in thickets, 
in rocks, in high places. And that 
is what is happening today, hiding 
in pits, dug-outs, bomb-shelters, if 
you - please. The time will come 


when kings and mighty men, will] 


cry for mountains to fall upon 
them to hid them from the wrath 
of Almighty God. There was no 
peace in that day. Notice what it 
says here — 

“And in those times there was no 
peace to him that went out, nor 
to him that came in, but great vex- 
ations were wpon all the inhabi- 
tants of the countries.” 

Men’s hearts failing them for 
fear. Read verse 6: 

“And nation was destroyed of 
nation, and city of city: for God 
did vex them with all adversity.” 

The word there “destroyed” 
means literally beaten to pieces. 
How true today that city after city 
are being literally beaten to pieces 
by great bombs being dropped. 
Strange statement there in that 
6th verse for notice, “God did vex 
them with all adversity.” I want to 
stop and tell you right here that 
when Israel finally became so dis- 
obedient, God said, “I will send my 
servant, Nebuchadnezzar down on 
the land of -Palestine’’ and he de- 
scended from the north and come 
down to that bare land and took 
the children of Israel] back to Bab- 
ylon, back there in captivity, and 
yet He says, ‘“‘Nebuchadnezzar my 
servant.” I am wondering, I am 
wondering if the present situation 
isn’t something like this, that men 
and women all over this land gen- 
erally speaking, all over the world 
have forsaken the Word of God 
have left God out of the picture and 
God is now beginning to vex the 
nations with all adversity, and He 
is using these godless dictators as 
His servants, to bring people to 
their knees where they will con- 
fess their sins, fors:ke their sins, 
and turn to the true and living 
God. Think it over, friend of mine. 


Asa begin? That is what we are in- 
terested in. We will turn from the 
dark picture to a bright side of the 
picture. Notice verse 8: 

“And when Asa heard these 
words’ — There is is. 

Studying carefully we find that 
a Spirit-filled, Spirit-empowered 
man, a man of God had courage 
enough to stand-up and tell the 
king what’s what. Here it is in 
verses 1 and 2: 

“And the Spirit of God came up- 
on Azariah the son of Oded: 

“And he went out to meet Asa, 
and said unto him, Hear ye me, 
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; 
The Lord is with you, while ye be 
with him; and if ye seek him, he 
will be found of you; but if ye for- 
sake him, he will forsake you.” 

Now the 7th verse: 

“Be ye strong therefore, and let 
not your hands be weak: for your 
work shall be rewarded,” 

When Asa heard these words, 
something took place. He took 
courage. We read this: 

“Put away the abominable idols 
out of all the land of Judah and 
Benjamin, and out of the cities 
which he had taken from mount 
Ephraim ,and renewed the altar of 
the Lord, that was before the porch 
of the Lord.” 

He took courage and put away 
the abominable idols out of the 
land of Judah and Benjamin. God 
said, “Thou shalt have no other 
gods before thee. I am a jealous 
God.” And God is telling the church 
today to do something, to take and 
put away and tear down idols of 
covetousness and love of money. 
My, how the love of money is the 
root of all evil. He is telling us to 
tear down the idols of pleasure. 
Sunday is a holiday instead of a 
holy-day. The house of God has been 
forsaken. Sunday night generally 
speaking, in many places the 
churches are darkened when they 
should be in red-hot revival serv- 
ices, with the old-fashioned altar, 
beseeching men and women to come 
forward and publicly confess 
Christ. Something for you to do is 
to put away your abominable 
Nasal And God says in II Timo- 

hy: 

“But in a great house there are 
not only vessels of gold and of sil- 
ver, but also of wood and of earth; 
and some to honour, and some to 
dishonour. 

“If a man therefore purge him- 
self from these, he shall be a ves- 
sel unto honour, sanctified, and 
meet for the master’s use, and pre- 
pared unto every good work.” —II 
Timothy 2:20, 21. 

“Purge out therefore the old 
leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 
as ye are unleavened’ — I Cor- 
inthians 5:7. 

And God’s Word says: 

“Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing. * 
— II Corinthians 6:17. 

The greatest crying need of the 
church today is to have a church 
separated from the things of the 
world. 


The Altar Renewed: Blood 
Preached 


Not only did he put away the 
idols but he renewed the altar of 
the Lord, .the place of sacrifice. 
I have never yet learned of ~-a re- 
vival—I have read books by the 
Score and sermons, and I have nev- 
er heard of a revival coming to any 
church or town unless that revival 
was based upon the preaching of 
the cross, renewing the altar of 
the Lord, place of sacrifice, preach- 
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sult of a great revival in verses 9 
to 15. Five of them I want you to 
put down on the margin of your 
Bible. In verses 9 and 10 we find 
the first result: 

“And he gathered all Judah and 
Benjamin, and the strangers with 
them. 


Now the 10th verse: 


“So they gathered themselves to- 
gether at Jerusalem.” 


Listen, God’s Word tells us to 
not neglect the assembling of your- 
selves together. One result of a re- 
vival will be greatly increased 
church attendance. Prayer meeting, 
instead of an oyster supper, will be 
a real prayer meeting. Sunday 
night services I said a moment ago, 
a thing of the past in many places, 
will be renewed, and the old altar 


down front will be put up—the , 


gathering of the people. 


Verses 11 and 12 — the offering | 


increased : 

“They offered wnto the Lord the 
same time, of the spoil which they 
had brought.” 

A revived heart will love to give 
to God’s work. Offerings will be in- 
creased. The missionary effort will 
be increased. A church which has 
a missidnary view, God will bless. 


Covenants Renewed: Separated. 
From World 


In verse 12 — a renewing of 
covenants. Notice what it said: 

“And they entered into a cove- 
nant to seek the Lord God of their 
fathers with all their heart and 
with all their soul.’ 


God says, “Draw nigh unto me 
and I will draw nigh unto you.” 

Now I am going to step on some- 
body toes. Verse 13 — here it is, 
and worldly church member, if it 
hits, and hurts, well you just take 
it — separation from the world. 
Verse 13: 


“That whosoever would not seeic 
the Lord God of Israel should be 
put to death, whether small or 
great, whether man or woman.” 


-Whether small or great, a bank 
president or a man on the street, 
whether man or woman. 

I say with all the conviction of 
my soul, the greatest need in the 
church today is separation from 
the world. If any man therefore 
love this present ‘world system, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 
Put to death, no reward, saved as 
though by fire. Yes, it costs some- 
thing to have a revival. If your 
church is worldly, world-loving, 
what you need is a good old-fash- 
ioned revival — house cleaning. Get 
right or get out. Don’t bring the 
house of God into disrepute by your 
continual worldliness. If you are 
mixed up with the world, separate 
yourself. Put out the leaven. Purge 
out that which is unclean and go 
outside the gate, bearing His re- 
proach with the children of God. 


One more result in verse 15 and 
in verse 19. I only have time just 
to touch upon it. Notice it. Here it 
is. They had peace and rest and 
joy. Verse 19 says: 


“And there was no more war un- 


|to the five and thirtieth year of 


the reign of Asa.’ 


Do you get it? When they met 
God’s requirements, these results 
feliowed; a gathering of people, 
the offering increased, the renewal 
of covenants, separation frém the 
world, joy and peace, no more war. 

Let’s bow our heads in prayer. 

There’s a stranger at the door, 
let Him in. Will you let him in 
while we pray? I am going to ask 
the chorus choir to sing “Let Him 


ing the old fashioned blood, that} In 


without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission. 

Paul, coming to the Corinthian 
church, that great center of philos- 
ophy said, “I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 

Back to Calvary’ Ss cross, back to 
the shed blood, back to the things 
of Christ. When we get back and 
renew the altar and realize that it 
is only on the ground of the shed 
blood will we have.peace, be jus- 
tified, have imputed righteousness, } will 
a revival will begin. If we confess | « 
our sins, he is faithful and just to} 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. And 
if we walk in the light as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Je- 
sug Christ cleanseth us from all 


God’s hand is back of some of |'sin.” 


permittin 
things because men and me 
have forsaken God's law. 

How the Revival Began: 


Idols Put Away — 


Now how did the revival under 


Two great words catch your eye 
in this verse — Repentance and 
prayer. 


Results of the Revival: Prayer 


Meeting Attendance, Offerings — 


ee 


He says, “Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock. If any man open 
the door I will come in.” He is 
standing at your heart’s door to- 
night, wanting to make you a 
blessing as a child of God. Those 
who are outside of Christ. He 
wants to come in, He wants to be 
your Saviour, to be your Shepherd 


and your friend and ‘He wants to 


make you a real blessing for time 
and eternity. I am praying as we 
ae this hour to a close that you 
pen your heart’s door and let 

hrist, tk the Christ of eternity, come 

. Friends, members of the body of 
Christ, everywhere that you are 
listening to my voice, will you be 
much in prayer? Will you individ- 


and renew our altars, get back to : 
preaching of the Pp : 
|of Calvary and the shed blood, + 4 


‘the cross, 


i 
. 


will take place. 
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